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FORTY-FIRST DAY.

SENXATE CHAMBER,

AvusTIN, February 27, 1689,

Senate met pursuant to adjourn-,
ment,

Lieutenant-Governor Wheeler in the !
chair.

Roll ealled.

Quorum presenit.

Prayer by the Chaplain, Dr. Bmoot.

On motion of Senator htep]lens,

The reading of the Journal of yes-
terday was d}spensed with,

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.

By Senator Allen:

A petition from the citizens of the.
city and county of Denton, ‘protesting .
against the passage of u railroad com-

mission bill,
Referred to Conunitiee on Internal:
Improvements.

A petition from sixty
Collin county, favoring the passayge of
arailway comumission hill,

Referred to Committee on Internal
Iimprovements.

13y Renator Glasseock:

Petition of tarmoers of Williamson
county, favoring a ralivoad conuniz-
sion.

Referred to Commiitee on Internal
Improvements.

Petition of citizens of Taylor, oppos=-
ing a railroad commission.
leferred to Committee on Internal.
Improvements. :

By Senator Townsend:

Petition of citizens of Colorado coun-
ty, favoring a raitroad commission.

Referred to Committee on Internal!
Improvements.

By Senator Cranford, by request:

Two petitions of citizens of Hunt
county, favoring a railroad commis-
sion.

Referred to Comumittee on Internal
mprovements.

By Senator Morris:

Petition of seventy-three farmers of
Cherokee county, favoring a railroad
cominission.

- Referred to Committee on Internal
Improvements.

i
r
i
|
i

farmers of

lREPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES,

By Senator Seale:

COMMITTEE RoowM,
AusTIN, February 26, 1559,

Hm T. B. Wheelcr Preszdcnt of the
Senate:

t  Your Committee on Agriculture,
-Ingurance, Statistics and Hlstorv to.
' whom was referred

Senate bill No. 2686, entitled “An act
; to authorize the Commissioner of In-
surance, Statistics and History to pur-
chase the set of public records, docu-
-ments, journals and other smt:st-ica]
data relatiug to the history of Texas
and now held and owned by J, K.
. Holland, and to make an appropria-
tion therefur n

Have had the game under considera-
tion, and instruct ine to report it back
to thesSenate with the recomumendation
that it do pass,

ANl of which is respectfully sub-
‘mitted.

SNEALE.
Shadrman.
M road fivst timee.

Senator Frank sent up the foliowing

linority report:

CoarvITree Rooar,
AUsnmN, Febraary 27, 18y,

fHon, T, 0, Whedler, D I(-\I\zfnf. of the
Sencte:
A minority of Judiciary Connnitlee
No. 2 to whom was referred
Senate bidll No. 170, entitled “An act
Cto amend artieles 186 and 186a of the
‘Penal Code of the State of Texuas, as
smnended by an act approved Apul 2,
1857, passed by the Twentieth Lf’U'ina-
ture, regulating sales on .Huml(n’ "
’ f~1111ncr to agree with a majotity of said
vommlttee (who report this hill fa-
, vorably) upon the virtues, merits and
11<,ce~-51ty of the legislation contem-
[ plated hv this bill, betr leave to dis-
went from the majout\, “of satd commit-
tee and file this minority report for
the following reasons to-wit: :
First. The universal custom and law
in all c¢ivilized and christian countries
of setting aside one day in seven as
a Sabbath or day of rest, is recognized
and reslwected and observed and on
which day manual labor, as oommonly
understood, is suspeuded by all alike.
Second. This bill seeks to sanction
by law the opening of all businesg
houses and the transaction of business
in mercantile stores, saloons, circuses,
theaters variety theaters, dances at
disorder] { houses, low dives, and
places of like character, ete, before the
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hour of 9 o'clock a,m. and after 4
o'clock p. m. on Sundays, which we

believe to be contrary to good morals |

and unjust to a very large number
and class of employes employed in
these various places of business and
amusements, who are entitled to their
‘Sabbath, or one day of restin seven,
and should be allowed to have that
-one day of rest in seven free from
their employers, and to themselves,
which they could not have it the
‘were requlred to work on Lhat day till

‘9 o'clock in the morning, and after 4
-0'clock in the evening, which they
would be required to doif the law per- |
mitted such places to be kept open at
all on Sunday, for business or amuse-
ments,

Third. ‘The law, as it now is, and

hag been for a long time, prohibits the
-opening of the places of business |

i

{with a few exceptions) mentioned in

article 186 of the Penal (Code ot t-he‘i

Referred to Judiciary
No. 1.

By Senator Townsend:

A Dbill to be entitled ‘“An act for the
relief of John Littleton, a citizen of
Lavaca county, Texas.”

Referred to dommittee on Finance,

Cor_nmittee

By Senator Seale:

Resolved, That the Senate do now
go into a contibhuous session, eating
nothing but tamales and drinkin
nothing but ice water until the rail-
road commission billis finally disposed
of.

Ordered to lie ovér under the rule.

After having publicly read its title,
the President gave notice of signing,
and did sign, in open session of the
Senate,

Senate bill No. 8, ““An act to amend

Stete of Texas, at all on Sunday, and ' Section 14 of an act to amend articles

wo believe the law to be a good and
wholesome one and have heard of
no complaint against it or reason or.
demand for its repeal or amendment. |

Fourth. We be&ieve it to be an un-
wise, ngeless and1 dangerous practice
to be continually and recklessly
amending and changing our statutes
unless flagrant defects or wrongs ex-
ist in them, and then the change
‘should be demonstrated to be a good,
wise and judicious improvement on the
-0ld or existing law. In this proposed |
change we cannot see where any :
is promised to the people or society,
but on the contrary, we see where the|
people and society may be injured and |
corrupted, and evil rather than good |
result from the passage of this bill.

Wherefore a minority of your com-
mittee ask that the report of the;
majority herein made be rejected and
not adopted, but that this minority
report be adopted 1n lieu of said ma-|
jority report, and that said bill do not
Ppass,

‘i\ll of which is respectfully submit-
ted.

FRANK,
STEPHENS,
ABERCROMBIE,
CRANFORD,
SEALE.

BILLS ANXD RESOLUTIONS,
By Senator Mc¢Donald:

A bill to be entitled ““An act to pro-
vide for payment. of fees to district and

<county attorneys in quo warranto and | j

injuction cases to which the State is a

good J

oarty."

8 and 14 of an act to redistrict the
State into judicial districts and fix the
times for holding courts therein, and

to &)rovide for the election of judges
an district attorneys in  said
digtricts at the mnext general

election to be held on the first Tues-
day after the first Monday in Novem-
ber, 1884, approved April 9, 1883; to
create the Fortieth judicial district of
the State of Texas, fix the time for
holding ecourt therein, and provide
for the appointment of a district
udge for said district, approved
March 27, 1885; to create the Forty-
fourth judicial district of the State of
Texas, fix the times for holding court
therein and to provide for the appoint-
ment of a distriet judge for saigo dis-
triet.”
The following message was received
from the House: : '
HoUSE oF REPRESENTATIVES,
AvUsTIN, February 27, 1689,
Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the
Senate:

Str—The House has adopted the
accompanying councurrent resolution
authorizing the Superintendent of
Public Buildings and Grounds to re-
move the safe known as the State
Treasurer’s safe, now in the Tein-
porary Capitol, into the office of the
Superintendent of Puhtic Instruction.

W, M. IMBODEN
Chief Clerk House of Representatives,

The House concurrent resolution
ust received from the House was re-
ferred to Committee on Public Build-
ings and Grounds.
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Senator Burney moved to add two
more Senators to the free conference
committee appointed to consider the
Senate amendments to House bill No.
21.

Adopted.

The President added to said free
conferenca committee Senators Steph-
ens and Frank.

THE RAILROAD COMMISSION BILL

'Was laid before the Benate as un-
finished business, with Senator Lane
in possession of the floor.

Senator Lane finished his argument
in opposition to the measure.

Senator Field spoke in favor of a
railroad commission.

Senator Sims obtained the floor to
argue the pending measure, and

senator Esne moved to suspend the
pending business until the afternoon
session, and that Senator Sims then
be allowed the floor.

Adopted.

By leave, the following reports and
petitions were sent up, as follows:

By Senator Townsend:

COMMITTEE ROOIM,
AusTIN, February 27, 1889,

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the

Senate:

Your Committee on Public Build-
ings and Grounds, to whom was re-
ferred

House concurrent resolution No, 27,

Have had the same under consider-
ation, and instruct me to report it
back to the Senate with the recommen-
dation that it do pass.

The resolution authorizes the Super-
intendent of Public Buildings and
Grounds to remove the safe in the
Temporary Capitol known as the State
treasury safe, into the oftice of the Su-
perintendent of Public Instruction.
te:;m of which is respectfully submit-

TOWNBEND,

L .

Resolution read first time.
By Senator Davis:

CoMMITTEE RooM,
AUsTIN, February 27, 1889,

Hon. T. B. Wheeler, President of the
Senate:

Your Committee on Enrolled Bills
have carefully examined and com-

pared
" Senate bill No. 8, being “An act to

amend section 14 of an act to amend
articles 8 and 14 of an act to redistrict.
the State into judicial districts, and to
fix the times for holding courts there-
in, and to provide for the election of
judges and district attorneys 'in said
districts at the next general election,
to be held on the first Tuesday after
the first Monday in November, 1884,
approved April 9, 1883, to create the

ortieth judicial district of the
Btate of Texas, fix the times
for holding courts therein, and
provide for the appointment of a dis-
trict judge for sald district, approved
March 27, 1885, to create the Forty-
fourth judicial district of the State of
Texas, fix the times for holding court.
thereln, and to lprt:avilie for the a
pointment of a district judge for said
diatriet,”’

And find the same correctly enroll-
ed, and have this day, at 10:40 o’clock

a. m., presented the same to the Gov-~
ernor for his signature.
‘ Davis,
Chairman.

By Senator Frank:

Petition of thirty-six citizens of
Bosque county, opposing a railroad
commission.

Referred to Commitiee on Internal
Improvements. '

Petition of one hundred and forty-
two merchants and farmers of Erath
c;)unty, favoring a railroad commis-
sion,

Referred to Committee on Internal
Improvements. .

Petition of one hundred and twenty-
eight citizens of Hood county, oppos-
inia railroad commission,

eferred to Committee on Internal
Improvements.

ﬁy Senator A bercrombie:
emorial from lumbermen, oppos-
a railroad commission.
ferred to Committee on Internal
Improvements.

in

BK Senator Maetze:
Three petitions of voters of Austin
c;mnty, avoring a railroad commis-
gion.

Referred to Committee on Internal
Improvements.

Resolution of Washington County
Farmers’ Alliance, favoring & railroad
commission.

Referred to Committee on Internal
Improvements.

On motion of Senator Claiborne,
Senate bill No. 220, a bill to be enti-
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tled ‘“An act toamend article 218 of
the Penal Code of the State of Texas,”
Was taken up out of its regular or-
der and read the second time, with a
committee amendment striking out
the emergency clause.
The ecommittee amendment was

adopted.

Senator Glasscock moved to

Amend by striking out the word!
“two,’’ in line 16, and ingert in lieu |
thereof the word ‘‘one.” i

Adopted. |

Senator Pope moved to :

Amend by adding proviso: “Pro
vided that the commussioners’ court
may, in their discretion, order the
prizoner so escaping to be ‘hobbled,’
after his caPture.

Senator Claiborne moved to table.
the amendment.

Senator Pope moved, as substitute
for that motion, to table the amend-
inent and the bill.

The President held that the friends:
of the bill had a right to perfect it be-!
fore it wasg tabled, and therefore sus-
pended action on Senator Pope’s mo-|
tion to table the bill and amendment.

The vote being taken on the motion
of Senator Clajborne to table the
amendment offered by Senator Pope,

The amendment was tabled. ‘

Senator Johnson moved to i

Insert after the word *‘‘escape,” in
line 9, ‘‘or who ghall desireto excape.’

On motion of Senator Glasscock, '

The amendment was tabled.

Menator Stephens moved to

i Texas,”

Senator Pope’s motion to table the
bill was lost,

The bill was ordered engrossed.

On motion of Senator McDonald,

The Senate adjourned till 2:30 p. m,

AFTERNOON SESSIOXN.

Senate met pursuant to adjourne
ment.

Lieutenant-Governor Wheeler in the
chadir.

Roll ealled.

(Quorum present.

Senator Bims resumed the discussion
of the railroad eommission bills and

| made a lengthy argument in opposi-

tion thereto.

Senator Tyler gained the floor todis-
cuss the matter and

Senator Johnson moved to suspend
further discussion unttl to-morrow,
and that Senator Tyler be allowed
the floor to-morrow after morning call.

Adopted.

Senate joint resolution No. 3, “Joint
resolution to amend section 4, article
6 of the Constitution of the State of

Was laid before the Senate and
read the second time with a favorable
comniiftee report,

menator At}ee moved to

Strike out all counties bordering on
the Rio Grande, aud strike out the

Amend by inserting the words ‘“not | word *‘other’ in line 12.

to exceed the time of the unexpired!

term,” in lieu of the words ‘‘one!
year’s ' line 16.

Senator Burney offered the follow-
ing substitute for the amendment:

Amend section 1 by striking out the
words “‘one year,” in line 16, and in-
gert therefor “‘not exceeding tne pe-
riod of time for which he was origi-
nally confined.”

Senator Townsend offered the fol-
lowing amendment to Senator Steph-
ens’ amendment:

Amend by striking out the word
“double.”

Senator Pope moved the previous
question.

Seconded.

The main question was ordered,
and .

Senator Townsend’s amendment
was adopted.

Senator Burney’s substitute was
lost, and

Senator Stephen’s amendment was

adopted.

Adopted.

Nenator Burney moved to

Amend by inserting “may’ after
the word “‘and” in line 9.

Adopted.

The Senate refused to engross the
joint resolution by the following vote:

YEAS—-T.
Armistead, Harrison,
Burney, Kimbrough,
Claiborne, Maetze.
Davis, _

. NAYS—I7.
Abercrombie, Lane,
Allen, McDonald,
Atlee, Morris,
Cranford, Beale,
Field, Nims,
Frank, Stephens,
Ingram, Tg er,
Jarvis, Woodward.

Johnson,



27, 1889.]]

ABSENT—G.
Burges, Simkins,
(lasscock, Townsend,
Pope, Upshaw.

By permission, the following bills,
and petitions were offered:

By Senator Woodward:

A bill to be entitled ‘“An act for the
relief of J. M, Branaugh, providing for
the payment of treasury warrant No.
1247, with ten per cent interest there-
on, which wag issued to him February
6, 1861, for services rendered by him
in the protection of the frontier prior
to January 28, 1861.”

Referred to Committee on Claims
and accounts,

By Senator Seale:

A bill to be entitled “An act to
amend an act passed by the Twentieth
Legislature at its regular session, ap-
proved April 2, 1887, entitled an act
to amend an act passed at the regular |

session of the Fighteenth Legislature !
and approved April 18, 1883, entitled '
an act to amend article 430 of section |
1, and to repeal section 2 of an act en-!
titled an act to amend articles 423
124, 425, 426, 427, 428, 429 and 430a, and |
to create article 426 1-2, and to repeal
article 430, of chapter 5, title 13, of the
Penal (‘ode of the Revised Statutes,
for the protection of fish and game,
approved Mareh 15, 1851.” JE

Refecred to Judiciary Committee !
No. 2. :
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Was laid before the Senate, and
On motion of Senator Atlee,
The bill was postponed subject call

and ordered to be printed.

Senate bill No. 266,

A bill to be entitled ““An act to pro-
vide the manner of assessing and col-
lecting a tax on property in newly
created counties and in territory cut
oftf from one county and attached to
another county, to pay their pro rata
share of the indebtedness of the par-
ent county existing at the time of the
severance of a part of its territory,”

Was laid before the Senate and
read the second time with a favorable
eommittee report.

Senator Burney moved to

Amend by adding to the end of the
bill another section to read as follows:

Section 5, 'When any county here-
tofore or that may be hereafter created
has organized, it shall be the duty of
the commissioners' court of such
county to levy and have collected on
all property in this county, such rate
of taxation to pay the prorata share
of the debt due by such county, as the
commissioners’ court of the parent
county shall levy on property in said
parent county to pay such debt.

Adopted.

Senator Burney moved to

Amend section 1 by inserting after
the words “new county’ in line 4 the
words “and in ali ¢ounties heretofore
created.”’

Adopted.

Bena.or Glasscock moved to

Amend the caption of the bill by ad-

' ding thereto the following: “And to
~amend article 658, title 22, of the Re-

By Senator Johnson:

Petition of cititens of Gregg county,
agking for a poll tax qualification to'
suftrage.

Referred to Committee on Finance.

Petition of citizens of Gregg county,
in opposition to occupation tax.
Reterred to Committee on Finance.

Petition of citizens of Tyler, oppos-
ing a railroad commission.

ﬁeferred to Committee on Internal
Improvements,

House bill No. 36, a bill to be enti-
tled “An act to amend Bsection 46
chapter 25, of the acts of 1885, entitled
an act to amend chapter 79 of the acts
of 1883, entitled an act to amend chap-
ter 46 of the acts of 1887, an act to
amend section 46 of an act to encour-
age stockraising and to protect stock-
raisers, approved April 22, 1879, and
amended April 4, 1881, and April 12,
1883, and March 27, 1887,”

vised Civil Statutes.”’
Adopted by the following vote:

YEAS—24,
Abercrombie, Johnson,
Allen, Lane,
Armistead, Maetze,
Atlee, McDonald,
Burney, Morris,
Cranford, Seale,
Davig, Simkins,
Field, Sims,
Frank, Stephens,
(Glasscock, Townsend,
Ingram, Tyler
Jarvis, \’e;ood ward.

NAYS—I,

Kimbrough.

: ABSENT—5.
Burges, Pope,
Claiborne, Upshaw,
Harrison,
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Senator Armistead moved to
Amend by striking out all of line 3,

gection 1, after the word ‘‘State.”
Adopted.

Senator Tyler moved to
Amend section 1 by adding the fol-

lowing: ‘‘Provided, thal the provis-
ions of this act do not 1t;ﬁ]()iply to new
counties heretofore crea out of old
counties.”

Lost.

The bill as amended was ordered en-
grossed.

" Senator Tyler entered a motion to re-
conaider the vote just taken.
On motion of Senator Johnson,
Bubs.itute Senate bill No. 280, a bill
to be entitled ‘‘Anact to regulate civil

" actions for libel, slander or' defama-

tion of character,’”’ was laid before the
Senate and read the second time with
a committee substitute.

The committee substitute was
adopted.

Senator Johnson moved to

Amend section 6 by inserting after | P

the word ‘‘intend,” in line 4, the fol-
lowing:

“Upon the g'-round of privileged
communication.”?

*Adopted.

Senator Stephens moved to

Amend section 3, by adding thereto
the words ““provided, that it does not
appear that said publication was orig-
inally maliciously made.’’

Adopted.

The bill as amended was ordered
engrossed.

On motion of SBenator Townsend,

Senate bill No. 171, a bill to be en-
titled “An act to regulate the sale of
cotton in the seed and to provide a

unishment for its violation,” was
aid before the Senate and read the
second time with a favorable commit-
tee report.

Senator Morris moved to include
chickens and hogs.

On motion of Senator Townsend,

The amendment was tabled.

Senator Davis moved to

Strike out all after the word “list,”
in line 2, and insert ‘‘for public inspec-
tion.”’ _

Adopted.

Senator Allen moved to

Add after the word ‘‘cotton,’”’ in line
3, “whether in the seed or lint.”

Lost.

Senator (lasscock moved the pre.
vious question.

Seconded.
The main question was ordered,

and

bi’lll‘he Senate refused to engross the -

On motion of Senator McDonald,

Senate bill No. 94, a bill to be enti-
tled ‘‘An act to legalize the donation.
of proPerty to establish or assist in
establishing pUrofessorships or scholar-
ships in the niversitg of Texas, or
any of its branches, and to provide for
the protection and security of their
benefits in accomplishing the objects
of their donors,"

Was laid before the Senate and read
the second time with a favorable com~
mittee report.

Senator McDonald offered the fol-
lowing amendment:

Section 6. The crowded conditiom
of business pending hefore the Leg-
islature, rendering it impracticable to
read this bill on three several days,
an lmperative public necessity au-
thcrizes the suspension of the consti-
tutional rule requiring three severak
readdln 3, and said rule is hereby susa-
ended.

Adopted.
The bill as amended -was ordered
engrossed.

n motion of Senator MecDonald,

The conatitutional rule was sus-
pended to place the bill on its third
reading and final passage by the fol-
lowing vote: -

YEAS—25.
Abercrombie, Jarvis,
Allen, Johnson,
Armistead, Kimbrough,
Atlee, Lane,
Burney, Maetze,
Claiborne, MeDonald,
Cranford, Morris,
Davis, Seale
Field, Simpkins,
Frank, Sims,
Glasscock, Stephens,
Harrison, Tyler,
Ingram, oodward.

NAYS—None.

ABSENT—2.
Burges, Townsend,
Pope, Upshaw.

The bill was then read the third

time and ‘
Pasaed by the following vote:

YEAS—25,
Abercrombie, Atlee, .
Allen, Burney,
Armistead, Cranford ,
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Kimbrough, McDonald,
Lane, Morris,
Davis, Seale,
Field Simkins,
Franl’t, Sims
(3lasscock, Stepf'nenl
Harrison, Townsend,
Ingram, ler
Jarvis, oodward.
Maetze, _

NAYsS—None.

ABSENT—E.
Burges, Pope,
Claiborne, Upshaw.
Johnson,

On motion of Senator Maetze,
The Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock
to-morrow morning,

Proceedings on the presentation to the
State of the portrait of Stephen F.
Austin.

IN HoUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Tuesday, February 26, 1889.

At 4 p. m. the honorable Senale of
Texas wasg announced at the bar of the
House, and seated along the aisle in
chairs prepared for them, and Hon.
T. B. Wheeler, President, was invited
to a seat at the left of the Speaker.

The Speaker announced as

SPRCIAL ORDER

for this hour the presentation to the
Btate of Texas of a full sized portrait
of Stephen F. Austin by . Joel
Bryan and Guy M. Bryan, jr., nephew
and grand nephew of "the noble
patriot and statesman, in accordance
with a resolution adopted by this
Honse on the 17th of January, and an
anpouncement by the Speaker on the
23d instant.

Hon. A. W. Terrell, re([i)resenting
the donors, was escorted to the
Bpeaker’s stand by Hon. Guy M.
Bryan, and was seated at the right of
the S8peaker.

The potrait, veiled with a Lone Star
flag, was borne into the hall and
placed at the right of the Speaker’s
stand, by the following veterans:

Hon Bteph. H. Darden, A. Deffen-
baugh, J. Adkisson, James M. Hill,
John M, Bwisher, J. E. Lewis, John
C. Duval and General W. P. Harde-
man.

The clerk then read from the Jour-
bal of the 17th of January the follow-
ing proceedings:

Hon. F. P. Alexander, Speaker of the
House of Reprcsentatives.
S1R—The undersigned, nephew and
rand nephew of Stephen F. Austin,
eg leave to present to the State of
Texas the full-size portrait of Austin
as he appeared in 1824, to replace the
one destroyed by the buarning of the old
capitol. e respectfully ask that it
be accepted by the House and placed
on the wall of the House of Represen-
tatives on the right of the Speaker’s
stand, where the past generation fa-
miliar with the character and services
of General Austin put the one de-
atlig?red by fire. :
e further ask, if the portrait be
accepted, that Hon, A, . Terrell
may represent us on the floor of the
House at such time as may be desig-
nated for the presentation.
Respectfully, etc.,
W. JoEL BRYAN,
Guy M. BRYAN, JR.

Mr., Hamby offered the following
resolution:

Resolved, That the portrait of
Stephen F. Austin be accepted by the
House with grateful acknowledgments
to the donors, Messrs., 'W. Joel Bryan
and Guy M. ﬁryan, Jr., and that their
request in regard to the placing of the
portrait and its presentation by Hon.
A. W, Terrell %e granted by the
Housp, and that the time of presenta-
tionvde indicated by the Speaker.

The resolution was read first and
second times and adopted.

Hon. A. W. Terrell was then intro-
duced by the SBpeaker and delivered
an gloquent address on the life, char-
acter and times of Gen, Stephen F,
Austin,

ADDRESS OF JUGDE A. W. TERRELL.
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the

House:

When more than the third of a ¢en-
tury ago I first saw the old eapitol
building of the Republic, which was -
erected by the frontiersmen of Texas,
a.sinile portrait on the right of the
Speaker’s chair adorned the walls of
the House of Representatives. It was
the portrait of Stephen F. Austin, and
was placed there by those who knew
him best.

‘When in 1855 another State House
had been completed, a full-length por-
trait of Austin again ornamented the
walls of the House to the right of the
Speaker; and now when a more im-
posing and enduring structure, con-
taining within its ample walls the
visible government of this mighty
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State, has been erected, you but pre-
serve your alignment with a %enera-
tion that has passed, by elevating to
its old place in the hall where the
representatives of the people assem-
ble, the portrait of Stephen F. Aus-
tin.

In the name of those who revere the
memory of Austin, and by the courte-
sy of this honorable House, I now per-
form the pleasmg task of presentin
to Texas through you the splendi
full—lenith portrait of that illustrious

man, which has just been borne into
this hall by the heroic veterans of a
race now almost gone.

I trust that without violating the
proprieties of the occasion I may now,
a8 a citizen of Texas, connect the writ-
ten truths of history, which pertain to
the public services of this pioneer
s{atesmian, with reflections upon his

ersonsl character as it was known to

is associates.

If we would properly understand
.the full magnitude of the enterprise
which Austin acecomplished in the col-
onization of Texas, we must measure
the difficulties in his path, which
were intensified by race prejudice,
and to which no historian has done
Justice.

From the period when Louilsiana
was ceded to Sf]:)aln by the French
monarch, in 1762, to its retrocession by
the treaty of 8an Ildfonso, in 1800, no
prograss was made in the settlement
of Texas., Uunder the leadership of
the wonderful man who then con.rol-
ed the destiny of France, and who
needed money in his approaching con-
test with the crownex} heads of Eu-
rope, that government ceded the ter-
ritory of Louisiana, in 1803, to the
United BStates. From 1803 to the
treaty of DeOnis, in 1819, both Spain
and the United States claimed the
territory of Texas, The United States
claimed that the western limit of the
territory of Louisthna was the Rio
Grande river, and Spain insisted that
it was bounded by the Sabine. The
the treaty of DeOnis settled the con-
(('iroversy y making Sabine the boun-

ary.

EARLY EFFORTS TO COLONIZE TEXAS.

During the period of sixteen years
no less than four efforts were made to
occupy and colonize Texas—three by
armed invasions organized in the
United Btates, #d one by the govern-
ment of Spain.

In 1804 the Spanish government,
jealous of the aggressive spirif of the
Anglo-American, decreed the settle-
ment of three thousand familles on

the San Marcos river., The enterprise
failed.

In 1818 Texas was invaded by an
armed force fromn the United States
under the leadership of Guaterez and
Magee, Agaln, in 1816, an invadin
force came commanded by Mina an
Perry, and another in 1819 commanded
by Long. All these invasions were
O{Fa.nized in the United States, and
all, after suffering and carnage, ter-
minated in failure.

The true history of the invasion of
1813 has never been written. It ended
in the victory of Aredondo, who led
the Spanish forces at the battle on
the Medina, near San Antonio, where
more than a thousand men were slain.
Each expedition was foiled by the
armed resistance of the central gov-
ernment of Mexico, and by the citizens
of Bexar. So completely were the
various invading forces annihilated
that a knowledge of Texas and its
vast resources remained a sealed book
to the people until Austin came.

An inscrutable providence had de-
creed that Texas should never be
dominated by an armed invader, and
that whatever race established here
its home in peace should preserve in
war the integrity of her boundaries.
During the seven yeara embracing the
period of these invasions there was
scarcely & family in San Awntonio
which did not furnish a victim in de-
fensive war.

RACE HATRED.

A race bhatred had sprung up as the
result of these invasions against the

eople .of Anglo-American origin, so
mpiacable that no American was tol-
erated on Texas soil unless protected
by a passport from the Spanish vice-
roy. Salcido, the governor of the
Mexican internal provinces in the
east, publicly declared that if he had
the power he would not permit a bird
to fly across the Sabipe from the
United States. San Antonioc and La
Bahia were the the ongf civilized set-
tlements in all the land, and wander-
ing tribes of hostile savages roamed
from the Sabine to the Rio Grande.

Sach was the condition of Texas
when the treaty of DeOnis was econ-
summated in 1819, and such were
some of the obstacles to its American
colonization. Exploring carefully the
history of that period we find one citi-
zen of the United Btates, and only

‘one, who, in 1820, was not deterred by

the race hatred engendered by years
of invasion, and who, bold in_ con-
scious rectitude, Eresent.ed himself be-
fore Martinez, the political chief, in
San Antonio.
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MOSES AUSTIN.

That man was Moses Austin, the
fathier of the original of this portrait.
The fact that he had come without a
passport from the Spanigh viceroy
provoked the anger of Martinez, and
he perempforily ordered Austin to de-
part from Texas.

When he had left the office of Mar-
tinez and was crossing the old civil
plaza in San Antonilo, sick and disap-
pointed, he met the Baron de Bastrop,
whom he had known in Louisiana.
Bastrop took him to his home, nursed
him through sickness, reconciled Mar-
tinez and obtained from him permis-
sion to ¢olonize three- hundred fami-
Hes. That casual meeting with the
Baron de Bastrop changed the map of
North Ameriea, for tracing in their
connecting links cause and effect, we
find it culininating in the colonization
of Texas, the revolution of 1836, annex-
ation in 1848, and the bold sweep of
the tAmerican flag across the conti-
nent.

Iam aware, sir, that what I have
said, and that what I have still to say,
there has been and will be mpch of
that wnich is trite hirtory, for I am
not here to induige in senseless eulo-
gy, but to present the aots of the great

ounder of the American civilization
in Texas, and when history reveals
the grandeur of & man we may derive
profit by reviewing its pages.

Moses Austin, who had looked on
this goodly land, was destined, like
Moaes of old, only to look upon it but
never to possess the soil on which his

terity would dwell. Robbed and
serted by his companions, he jour-
neyed, starving for eight days on his
return before reaching the Sabine, and
left as his dying request that hia son,
Btephen K. Austin, should undertake
the volonization of Texas.

STEPHEN F. AUSTIN'S EARLY LIFE.
" How well the son observed the dy-
' ing request of that father, the growing

citles and fruitfal fields of this mighty
" Btate bear witness.

He was thoroughly equipped, both
by pature and study, tor the great
work before him, Educated in Ken-
tucky, at Tranaylvania college, at the
age of 20 he was & licensed lawyer
and a member of the Territorial Legis-
lature of Missouri. So rapid had been

is advancement that at reaching the

- age of 27 he was a United States
 Judge for the Territory of Arkansas.
. Before him was a life of official dis-
tinetion and assured independence,
but these he renounced without a
£ and plunged into the wilderness

establish a new republic.

PERSONAL APPEABANCE OF AUSTIN.

The portrait before you represents
Stephen F, Austin as he appeared in
1824, standing near the bank of the
lower Brazos, on the territory of his
colonial enterprise,

In stature he was below the madium
height, with biack bhair, dark prown
oyes, features classic in their manl
beauty, and & complexion, which until
tanned by our Southern sun, was fair
as that of a flaxen haired woman. On
his ample brow intelect and high re-
solve had fixed their seal, and 1n that
slight but sinewy form was a vital
force like that of Hastings and Pi-
zarro, equal to every hardship, and
courage equal to every danger.

‘With seventeen companions he trav-
eled down the Mission trail from Nag-
chitoches to San Antonio. Along that
road could still be geen the unburied
skeletons of* the American invaders
who were overtaken and slain after
their defeat by Arredondo, ghostly
mementoes to the peaceful emigrant
of Mexican resentment. '

After Aultin had come bearing the
olive branch of peace, Trespelacios,
who was the political chief in 1822,
had the skeletons gathered and buried.

INHABITANTS OF SAN ANTONIO.

Permit me, while speaking of the
condition of Texas when A ustin came,
to correct ap exror of history as to the
character of the people who then lived
in Ban Antonio, Peace, the historian,
who wrote in 1888, described them as
being in point of intelligence but little
better than the Indians who were
their most frequent visitors. On the
contrary, those who were of SBpanish
origin had been for nearly one bhun-
dred years instructed by the priest-~
hood in all that pertained to history
and the literature and science of the

er:od. A line of mission churches

otted the continent from the mouth
of the Mississippi to the waters of the
Pacific. Priests of the Franciscan or-
der, accompanied by an armed escort,
jﬁ)umeyed once every year for nearly a

undred xears on their annual visita-
tions by Wa,{l of San Antonio and El
Paso, and thence down by .the mis-
sions on the Gila river to the Gulf of
California.

Traces of their old trail may =tiil be
seen from Nacogdoches to n An-
tonio, By such men the youth of Ban
Antonio were instructed. Never have
I met more accomplished gentlemen
than the patriot Antonio Navarro and
Juasn M. Seguin, both of whom are na-
tives of San Antonio.

Thirty years ago theﬂr were witness-
es before me to establish the crown
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rant to the commons of that city.
‘he grant had béen buried with the
city archives before the battle on the
Medina, and every officer of the city
who knew of its hiding place was
slain in that battle. More than twen-
ty years afterward it was discovered,
but the writing had become illegible,
and cltemical skill was needed to re-
store the faded characters. Navarro
and Seguin were equal to the task, and
when employed performed this duty;
but just when it was completed Santa
Anna eame to storm the Alamo, and
the grant was aguain lost, never to be
again found.

For nearly a hundred years the
youths and mmidens of San Antonio
were educated, and passed from youth
to old age, while buflalo and antelope
grazed within sound of the mission
bells. Educated they were indeed, but
cut off from the outer  world, they
lived in a city that was ruralizing in
the wilderness. ‘

ATSTIN'S ARRIVAL IN TEXAS,

Such was San Antonio when Stephen
F. Austin presented himself to the
political chief Martinez on the tenth
of August, 1821. He was promptly
recognized as the representative of his
father, and at once explored the coun-
try between the lower Colorado and
Lirazos rivers, Thence, returnlng to
New Orleans, he came with the first
permanent emigrants to the banks of
the Brazos in January, 1822,

Thus Stephen F. Austin established
the first permanent colony of Ameri-
can white inen in Texas, Hiscontract
required that each colonist should
bring with him a certificate of good
moral character and that he should be
& believer in the Christian religion,
Bir, I knew many of them, and the
sturdy virtue of those first pioneers
was not excelled by a like number of
men in any land. I have yet to learn
that any of Austin’s first three hun-
dred was ever convicted or even in-
dicted for a felony.

VISITS MEXICO.

And now the revolution of Iturbide
compelled Austin to visit the City of
Mexico to secure from the new govern-
ment a recognition of his empressario
enterprise. Hestarted on his journey of
twelve hundred miles overland, travel-
ing sometimes on horseback, sometimes
on foot, beyond Queretero, disguised
as & beggar to avoid being plundered
by bandils, and at last in April,
1822, he arrived at the Mexican
capital. ¥or twelve months he watch-
ed the shifting scenes of the bloody
drama which then convulsed Mexico.
There he met Iturbide, Santa Anna

and the rival military and civil chiefs
of the period, and won the esteem and
confidence of all; there he witnessed
the coranation of Iturbide as emperar,
on August 19, in 1822, and he witness-
ed also his abdication. There he
penned the original draft of the Mexi-
can Constitution in 1824, as his private
journals attest, which is now in the
possession of his executors, and which
was adopted more than a year after
his departure, with but few changes,
RETURNS WITH UNUSUAL POWERS.

Returning by way of Saltillo in 1823,
he obtained from the legislative as-
sembly of Nueva Leon and Coahuila a
full confirmation of his contract, and
was invested with plenary power
over his colonial settlement in Texas,
He was made a lieutenant-colonel by
De la Garza, and militia commandant,
with power to make peace or war with
the Indians; to establish courts anc
provide for the administration of jus-
tice. Never before on this continent
‘was any one man invested with such
extraordinary powers by any govern-
ment to whose manners and customs
he wag an alien,

The colonists were without law;
Austin prepared and promulgated for
their government civil and ecriminal
laws. They were without judges;
Aust,iin tgfitajblz;hed cou;t,s f%hggn a&g
appoin udges, who udicate
t,g\)eir rights. ﬁe also established mil-
itary laws for the defense of his col-
ony. Thus Austin was the first Amer-
ican lawgiver for Texas.

The rude pioneers who followed him
to the wilderness bowed without ques-
tioning the authority of their c¢hief,
and so wisely did he govern that in all
his colony no man grew impatient un-
der his authority, or questioned the
justness of his acts.

" FROM 1823 TO 1827.

From 1823 to 1827 his empressario
contracts were enlarged, under which
he colonized more than a thousand
families. This was the happiest pe-
riod of this man’s life.

The emigrants who for months in
1822 had subsisted on mustangs and
venison, without bread, salt vr coffe,
now looked on fruitful fields and plen-
ty everywhere. In their msdst was
their capital, Ban Felipe de Austin,
where their titles were obtained, and
which, like your capital of to-day,
was named for the father of Texas.
If man’s dignity should be in propor-
tion to his usefulness, no man who
ever trod Texas soil can rank Stephen
F. Austin, for the salient points in his
career, which unwritten history will
reveal, cannot eclipse the merit of that
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patient toil and high intelligence
which organized primitive govern-
ment and prepared and secured the
supremacy of just laws,

AUSTIN AVERTS WAR IN 1827 AND 1832,

A time of trial and danger was ap-
proaching. The colonies were growing
stronger and turbulent spirits in east-
ern Texas precipitated the Fredonian
war of 1827, which threatened the de-
struction of the colonies.
through his influence with Sancido
the Mexican commandant, restored
peace and averted the armed interfer-
ence of Mexico, Thus he who had
~ established the firet American settle-
ments was the first and only man
whose influence could save them from
destruction.

Again in 1832 the flames of war burst
forth against the tyranny of Busta-
mente and culminated in the affairs of
Anahuac and Velasco. And now,
when the central government dis-
¥&tched General Mexia, with amilitary
orce, to chastise the souttlers, who
saved them? Austin was then at Sal-
tillo in the legislative department of
Coahuila and Texas. He hastened {o
Matamoros, joined Mexia, came with
him to the mouth of the Brazos, and
through his influence as a mediator
- restored peace. Thus he who had
planted saved the colonists a second
time. The peace thus secured was
colebrated with gratitude and ban-
%uetmg in the old capitol at San

elipe de Austin, and the grand men
of that day hailed Austin as the
founder and savior of his country. At
& banquet given him he was toasted
as ‘The angel of mercy and the har-
binger of peace.” '

And now the colonies had grown
strong the spirit which demanded a
separate statehood, in compliance
with the Constitution of Coahuila and
Texas of 1824, could no longer be re-

ressed. The convention of 1833 es-

blished a Constitution for Texas, and
looking over all the colonies but one
man was found who would undertake
the delicate duaty of going with that
Constitution to the Mexican capital
and demand recognition as a State.
That man was Stephen F. Austin.
Impartial history will one day record
the fact that the most earnest oppo-
nents of Austin at the Mexican capi-
tal were American speculators, headed
by the minister from the United
Btates, who inaisted on a territorial
government for Texas, and for the
sale of her lands at the é‘ity of Mexico.

AUSTIN'’S IMPRISONMENT.

History has already declared *he

disastrous issue of that mission. He

Austin,’

was arrested on his return to Baltillo
in December, 1833, taken back to
Mexico and imprisoned for fifteen
months, a portion of that time in a
dark, tiamp dungeon of the ingui-
sition. Thus he who had established
the colonies and given them a govern-
ment and lawe, who had twice saved
them from the horrors of unequal war,
waas the first martyr to their aspira~
tions for a separate statehood.

From the hardships of that solitary
confinement and the dark vapors of
that cold dungeon Austin never re-
covered. His bold spirit chafed like
an imprisoned eagle against his dun-

eon bars, and when at last he was re-
eaged, he came forth with wasted
frame and tottering step. Returning
from his imprisonmenthelanded again
at the mouth of the Brazos on Septem-
ber 1, 1835.

AUSTIN’S RETURN. i

The butchery at Zacatecas of Amer-
ican and Europeau eitizens by the
usurper, Santa Anna, who had vio-
lated the Constitution of 1824 and es-
tablished a military despotism, gave
warning to Austin of the fate impend-
ing over the colonies, and he whese

rudence had so often preserved them
rom destruction now saw no safet
but in war. :

Only eight days after his return
from prison the pioneers came from
every portion of the seitlements and
celebrated his return with festivities
and reIioicing. His address to them
was calin and statesmanlike. He ad-
vised an immediate convention of the
people.

MADE CHAIRMAN OF CONVENTION OF
SAFETY.

*With no government invested with
powers for defense, a committee of
public safety was organized at once to
provide for the defense of the colonies.
On the wisdom of that committee
must hinge the destiny of Texus,
Again the demand for Austin was
universal. He was made chairman of
the committee of publiceafety. Nobly
did he do his work, for almost in the

hour gf his appointment he sent forth
over the vales and %rairies of Texas
like the fiery cross, the ringing appeai

that assembled an army at Gonzalea.
Never on the soil of Texas was there
n an{; assembly of the people of like
number, more intellect and self asser-
tion than was found in that little
army. Burlesons and the Jacks were
there, Thomas J. Rusk was there,
Bowie, Fannin and Travis were there,
Collingsworth, afterwards . the first
Chief Justice of the Republic, was
there. In that camp was as grand a
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alaxy of knights as ever mounted the
reach with prince or paladin.

AUSTIN ELECTED A GENERAL,

They had come with rifle in hand

from every portion of Texas, without:

organization, and needed a general.
Among them was the frail vietim of
the dungeon, and by universul ac-
claim on the seventh of October, 1835,
Austin was chosen as their leader.

On September 22, 1835, the immortal
Travis wrote to him: ‘‘All eyes are
turned towards you, and the inde-

endent, manly stand you have taken

as given the sovereigns confidence in
themselves. Texas can be wielded by
you, and by you only, and her destiny
is now completely in your hands.”

Those rude pioneers who had left
their cabins to defend this land, as
they stood there in that eamp leaning
on their flint-lock rifles, had but one
idol and with one voice they demand-
ed—Austin,

Thus he who planted the first col-
ony, framed the first code of laws, es-
tablished the -tirst courts, issued the
firet titles—who had twice diverted
war from the settlements with its des-
olation, and was then suffering as the
Hirst martyrof the colonies became their
first general, How well he acquitted
himself history proclaims. Under his
leadership Bowie and Fannin defeated
the Mexicans a{ the battle of Concep-
cion, and, after driving Cos within
the walis of the Alamo and burning
the grass westward, his capitulation
was only a question of time.

COMMISSIONER TO UNITED STATES.

Desperate and unequal war was in
the prospective and help was needed
from the United States; on receiving
that help the deatiny of Texas hinged.
Their ablest men were needed for the
work.

Again all men demanded Austin,
and with Wharton and Branch T.
Archer, he was chosen a commissioner
to the States, and hurried forward
men, munitions of war and moner.

He never sought or desired military
fame. When notified by the Con-
sultation that he was needed as a com-
missioner to the States, when General
Cos was penned up and his capture
sure, no murmur escaped his lips. He
wrote to the Consultation:

4T am at all times ready to serve
Texag in any capaeity in which I can
be most useful, but should I leave at
once some prudence will be necessary
to keep this army together."

HIS BETRAYAL,

From May, 1833, to July, 1836, every
day of Austin’s life was given to the
Btate. Journeying to and from the
Mexican eapitol; ur, ing there the
separate Statehood o% Texas; suffer-
ing in a dungeon; chairman of the
committee of public safety; command-
ing the army; soliciting aid from the
States-—such were his employments,

During that time he had blindly
trusted those who were associated
with him in land interests, and never
until just before his death in 1836, did
he discover that his name had been
used by those associates in the dequisi-
tion of lands %g means that he did
not approve. riting to his brother-
in-law just before his death, and re-
ferring to cthe incident, he said: “Since
these men have betrayed me and for-
Fetbing their country, have turned
and jobbers, who shall I trust? I
once thought all men were honest un-
til they were proven dishonest,” and
then he said that this betrayal almost
induced him to reverse the rule.

THE FATHER OF TEXAS,

We have been increasing in popula-
tion so much faster than we could as-
gimilate it that the question is some-
times asked from ignorance, what djd
Austin do that should entitle him to
be called the father of Texas. Let
Generals Houston and Lamar, the
presidents of the republic, answer.
On the floor of the American
Benuate, on the first day of August,
1854, General Houston said: ‘‘Stephen
F. Austin was the father of Texas.
This is a designation justly accorded
him, ag wilt be testified to by every
inan who is acquainted with the prim-
ative history of Texas or its progress
ad long as he lived. Stephen K. Aus-
tin is entitled to that honor. It is due
to his friends to whom his memory is
most dear and sacred. Bir, posterity
will never know the worth of Stephen
F. Austin, the privations he endured,
the enterprise he possessed, his undy-
ing Zeal, bis ardent devdtion to Texas
and its interesty, and his future hopes
connected with its glorious destiny.”

General Lamar said: ‘““The claims
of General Austin on the affections of
the pe(i}{)le of Texas are the strorgest
kind. e was not only the founder
of the republic, but ascarcely a bless-
ing has flowed to our country which
might not be fairly attributed to his
unwearied exertion for its welfare,
whilst almost every calamity which
has befallen it might have been avert-
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ed by an adherence to his wise and
prudent counsels. The world has of-
fered but few examples of superior in-
telligence and sagacity, and far-see-
ing, disinterested and intelligent phi-
lanthropy, his long suffering for the
weal of others, his patient endurance
under persecution, his benevolent for-
giveness of injuries, and his final sac-
rifice of health, happiness and life in
the service of his coun try, all conspire
to place him without a rival among
the first of patriots and the best of
men.”

When these two presidents of the
republic unite in according to Austin
such proud pre-eminence in Texas, no
man of fo-day can question hig title as
“The Father of Texas” without an-
nouncing his own ignorance.

It is not strange that Houston
should have become the first presi-
dent of the Republic. Fresh from the
vietory of San Jacinto, he became the
idol of the people. The laurel placed
bﬁr victory on the brow of a successful
chief dims with its radiant sheen the
bays that crown the statesman. But

.in Austin’s heart there was wo jeal-
ousy, and when Houston sarveyed the
men around him for a Becretary of
State, Rusk, Henderson, the Whar-
tons and Luamar were all passed b
and Austin selected, who came wit
alacrity to his side. But the stricken
eagle was hurrying to his last rest;
the chains and cold walls of a Mexi-
can dungeon had done their work,
and Austin, who lived to see the as-
sasging of the Constitution of 1824
driven from the soil of Texas, calmly
closed, on the 27th day of December,
A. D. 1836, at Columbia, his earthly
pilgrimage.

HOUBTON AND AUSTIN.

There is one sad parallel in the lives
of Austin and Houston: KEach was, to
a degree, the victim of his own con-
servatism. The fear of Austin’s con-
servatism in 1836 alone deprived him
of the presidency. Houston's con-
servatism in 1861 drove him from the
Gubernatorial chair when Texas had
become a mighty State. I saw him
walk sadly but with crest unbowed
trom the capitol when he was deposed
by the secession convention of 1861,
because he would not sanction a policy
which would launch Texas in an un-
equal contest with sister States.

I am painfully conscious of my in-
ability to do justice to the memory of
Stephen F. Austin. He who could
for fourteen years calm the turbulent
ploneers of the prairies and the wil-

dernegs, with no other weapon than
their love and respect for him, was no
ordinary man. :

He who, in the beginning of a des-
perate revolution, was selected by such
men a8 Prevsidents Burnet, Burleson,
Collingsworth, Rusk, Bowie, Travis
and Fannin as their leader, must have
been & remarkable man.

L}
SUMMARY OF DIFFICULTIES,

He came to this fair land, not with
armed men nor with wealth to pur-
chase dominion, but in the majesty of
& pure manhood he sought and ob-
tained authority to extend the area of
civilization by the conquests of peace
and industry. He came not only un-
heralded by friends and unsupported
by government, hut warned by
the bleaching- bones of his un-
buried countrymen that race Iprejud.ice
would watch the progress of his col-
ony with distrust and suspicion. And
yet with such consummate wisdom
and discretion did he move forward to
accomplish his lofty mission, that
‘while confidence in the man sup-
planted in the breasts of the Mexican
chiefs their hereditary distrust of his
race, his American followers idolized
him and obeyed without murmuring.

No stable government protected h%
colonies; they were planted in the
midst of contending fantions and of
civil war. No friendly force stood
between the pioneer and savage
hordes; for the hand that held
tthe plow was the only protector
for the family against the scalping -
knife and tomahawk. History fur-
nishes no parallel of a peaceful colony
successfully established in the midst
of such complicated dangers. The
high intelligence and unselfish devo-
tion ot the great empressario alone
preserved his followers. When the
true history of Texas is written, it will
be made manitest that the separate
nationality of Texas was the pole star
that guided him, and that his caution,
under which the turbulent spirite
around him sometimes chafed, more
than once saved the colonies from ruin.

HIS LOVE FOR TEXAS AND PRIVATE
CHARACTER. '

He who never knew the love of wife
or child lavished the affections of a
noble nature to the land of his adop-
tion. Writing to General Gaines,
1836, he said: “The prosperity of
Texas has been the object of my la-
bors, the idol of my existence; it has
assumed the character of a religion
for the guidance of my thoughts and
actions of fifteen years, superior to all
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ecuniary or personal views of any

ind.” Little children loved him and
and mothers looked up to him as at
once their benefactor and preserver.
The rude hunters and pioneers whose
lands he had secured, welcomed him
to their cabins, and rejoiced when he
came. I once heard Colonel F¥Frank
Johnsgon say that Stephen K. Austin
had a home in the cabin of every set-
tler., Hig letters, written to his kin-
dred during the dark days of revolu-
tion, reveal the inner man and show a
heart beating warm with the impul-
give love of a boy.

I have enjoyed the J)rivilege of read-
ing his unpublished correspundence
with his relatives, aud as the friend
and one of the literary executors of
his old companion in arms, Colonel
Frank Johunson, I have also had the
means of knowing well the private life
of Stephen ¥. Austin. In his inter-
course with those he loved he exhibit-
ed the gentle nature of a woman. No
man  ever hesrd a  profane
oath escape his lips, and the
purity of his life, which was typi-
fied in his face, softened that di{,rnlty
which was habitual and deprived it of
asperity. Avarice could not corrupt
the lofty nobility of his nature, and
when his earthly pilgrimage had end-
ed, he died respected and loved by all,
in the very room in which SBanta An-
na had been confined as a prisoner.

The bulletin from the war office
which proclaimed his death an-
nounced it in these words: “The
father of Texas is no more.” It need.d
only this to inform the men of that
day who it was that had died. Every
flag in the republic went to half mast,
and in every cabin there was mourn-
ing.

No monumental shaft marks his ob-
scure resting place, but nature, mind-
ful of her son, on each reiurnin
spring, decks his grave with the wil
verbena, the primrose and the lupin,
while from a neighboring oak, the
mocking bird of his own dear land,
sings her wild trinmphant requiem.

GRATITUDE OF REPUBLICS.

If republics are ungrateful, surely
they are sometimes forgetful. Our
era is one of material development. In
this new age of steam and of iron, of
avarice and of cash, the sesthetic is
dwarfed by the real, yet surely in the
race for material progress, somie grati-
tude should be shown the memory of
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those who wrought with patient toil
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to lay broad and deep the foundations
of our prosperity.

Texas has enclosed on a neighbor-
ing height a burial place for her illus-
trious dead. There rest Albert Sidney
Johnston, Hemphill and Lipscomb,
Burleson and Scurry, with others who
have served the State., The ashes of
Austin should find there a last resting
place. Over them Texas should erect
a grateful memorial in lasting granite,
on which should be inscribed the
name and publi¢c services of Stephen
F. Austin. To that spot, a8 to a Mec-
ca, our qilgrim youth would come and
thence draw inspirations of love and
fealty to this mighty State.

BY SPEAKER ALEX-
ANDER.

The S8peaker, in behalf of the two
houses and the Btat~ of Texas, ac-
cepted the gift in the. following words:

As the humble representative of the
House of Representatives, over whose
deliberations I have the honor to pre-
side, I accept this beautiful gift from
the worthy descendants of the noble
hero whose character has been so elo-
quently portrayed, and I hope I as-
sume no undue liberty in spreaking
for the Chief Executive of our peerless
Conmmnonwealth, who graces this sol-
emn and eventful occasion with his
presence; the honaorable Senators,
whose presiding officer occupies a
place on this stand, and the great
people of Texas, whom we here repre-
gent, in tendering to these gentlemen
their heartfelt thanks for this
portrait of the heroic pioneer,
whose incorruptible virtues and pre-
eminent abilities won the homage of
the people he so faithtully served, and
whose unsullied fame the people of
Texas will ever cherisg as a
common heritage, being equally as in-
divisible as are the sacred memories
of the Alamo or the glories of San
Jacinto. '

So much has been said, and g0 elo-
quently spoken, too, by my distin-
guished friend, in portraying his vir-
tues and recounting his publicser-
vices, that it would be a work of
supererogation for me to attempt
to add anything to that truthfal
recital of historic events in his life, or
to cast an additional ray of light upon
the character of Stephen F. Austin,
the hero, patriot and statesman, who
has been so appropriately called the
“Father of Texas.”

In behalf of the people of whom this
branch of the government are repre-
sentatives, I again thank you for this
beautiful gift. [Prolonged applause.]
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